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Infantile Seborrheic Dermatitis 

Infantile seborrheic dermatitis, often referred to as cradle cap, is a common skin condition 
that primarily affects infants in their first few months of life. While it is generally harmless 
and typically resolves on its own, understanding its etiology, presentation, and treatment 
can help parents and caregivers manage and alleviate the symptoms for their little ones. 

Etiology: 

The exact cause of infantile seborrheic dermatitis is not fully understood, but several factors 
are believed to contribute to its development. These factors include: 

1. Hormonal Influence: 

 Hormones passed from the mother to the baby during childbirth can lead to an 
overproduction of sebum, the oily substance produced by the skin's sebaceous glands. This 
excess sebum can contribute to the development of cradle cap. 

2. Malassezia Yeast:  

Malassezia is a type of yeast that normally resides on the skin's surface. In infants with 
seborrheic dermatitis, there may be an abnormal immune response to this yeast, leading 
to the characteristic skin inflammation and scaling. 

3. Genetics: 

 There may be a genetic predisposition to developing seborrheic dermatitis. If a baby's 
parents or siblings have had a history of the condition, the infant may be more likely to 
develop it as well. 

Presentation: 

Infantile seborrheic dermatitis typically presents as follows: 

1. Scaly, Greasy Patches: 

The most common symptom is the appearance of scaly, yellow or white patches on the 
baby's scalp. These patches may be greasy or crusty and can sometimes extend to the 
eyebrows, ears, and even the neck. 

2. Redness and Inflammation: 

The affected areas of the skin may appear red and inflamed. This can sometimes cause mild 
itching or discomfort for the infant, but it is generally not painful. 

3. Thick, Crusty Scales: 

As the condition progresses, the scales may become thicker and more adherent to the 
scalp. If left untreated, they can accumulate and cause more noticeable symptoms. 

4. Mild Hair Loss: 

In some cases, the constant presence of scales can lead to mild hair loss in the affected 
areas. 

It's important to note that infantile seborrheic dermatitis is a benign condition and does 
not pose any long-term health risks to the baby. It typically improves with time, often 
resolving on its own within the first year of life. 
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Treatment: 

While infantile seborrheic dermatitis often resolves without treatment, there are several 
steps parents and caregivers can take to manage and alleviate the symptoms: 

1. Gentle Scalp Care: 

Use a soft brush or comb to gently remove scales from the baby's scalp. You can do this 
before bath time when the scales are softened by a mild, baby-friendly shampoo. Be 
cautious not to scrape or irritate the skin. 

2. Regular Shampooing: 

Wash the baby's hair with a gentle, hypoallergenic baby shampoo regularly to prevent the 
buildup of oils and scales. Avoid using adult shampoos or harsh products. 

3. Olive Oil or Coconut Oil: 

Applying a small amount of olive oil or coconut oil to the affected areas before gently 
brushing can help loosen and soften the scales. After application, leave it on for a short time 
before washing it off. 

4. Hydration: 

Ensure that the baby stays well-hydrated, as dehydration can exacerbate skin conditions. 
Make sure they are getting enough fluids, especially during hot weather. 

5. Consult a Pediatrician: 

If the condition is severe, persistent, or causing significant discomfort for the infant, it's 
advisable to consult a pediatrician or dermatologist. They may recommend medicated 
shampoos or topical creams containing ingredients like hydrocortisone or antifungal 
agents in more severe cases. 

 

In conclusion, infantile seborrheic dermatitis, or cradle cap, is a common and generally 
benign condition that affects many infants. While its exact cause remains unclear, it usually 
resolves on its own within the first year of life. Parents and caregivers can manage the 
condition with gentle scalp care, regular shampooing, and, in severe cases, consultation 
with a healthcare provider for appropriate treatment recommendations. It's important to 
remember that, in the vast majority of cases, infantile seborrheic dermatitis is a temporary 
and self-limiting condition that poses no long-term health risks to the baby. 


